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CoRN£LiA Frothingham, the fourth child, and the third daugh- 
ter, of Rev. Chandler and Mary Eliza (Frothingham) Rob- 
uiKS, was bom in Cambridge, Mass., July 29, 1840, during 
the temporary residence of her parents in that town ; was mar- 
ried to Charles Henry Fiske, £sq., June 4, 1868 ; and died 
in Boston, mt^mmalifmmmiimtmiKft^til^, February 29, 1872. 

The beloved member of her Sunday School class referred to 
on page 10, was Mary Antoinette, daughter of my valued 
parishioners and friends, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Williams. 
She was born in Boston, April 19, 1856 ; and died at Brook- 
line, Mass, February, 27, 1872. 

The land in Bedford Street, occupied by the Meeting House 
of the Second Church, having been advertised for sale by auction 
on Thursday, March 10, it seemed to me proper to say a few 
words in anticipation of that event, on the Sunday previous ; 
and not inappropriate to connect them wtth a brief commemora- 
tion of one who had devotedly loved and served the Church. 



SEEMON. 



Luke xii. 43 : Blessed is that servant whom his Lord when 

HE COMETH SHALL FIND SO DOING. 

John xiii. 36: By this shall all men know that ye are my 

DISCIPLES, IF YE HAVE LOVE ONE TO ANOTHER. 



The peculiar circumstances under which I come 
before you to day not only seem to justify, but 
almost to require, a peculiar form of discourse — 
more personal, more confidential, more home-like, 
than the ordinary sermon. I allude, as you may 
infer, to a recent domestic affliction, the shadow 
of which is resting upon my heart, and to a 
coming event of mutual interest to us all, which 
will constitute an important epoch in the history, 
if not a crisis in the affairs, of our church. 

May I not venture to trust that the long and 
intimate relation which has subsisted between us 
will be regarded by you as constituting a valid 
claim on my part to a kind and considerate hear- 
ing, though I should speak very simply and freely, 
just as my heart prompts, of both these events, 



which are associated in my thoughts, not merely 
by contiguity of occurence, but by subtile, though 
not unsubstantial ties, — which some of you may be 
able to conceive of, though it would be difficult for 
me to define? Do I presume too much upon your 
regard — not to say affection — for your minister, in 
supposing that you would not only allow," but would 
desire me to talk to you as if I were in the midst 
of a christian family, or at least in a circle of sym- 
pathizing friends? 

That you feel for me in my bereavement, I 
cannot doubt. But, my friends, you have cause to 
feel with me also; for my loss is in no small 
measure yours. My child was a child of the 
chmxh, filial and loyal to both. She who loved 
me so tenderly, loved the church for my sake, as well 
as for the Lord's and its own. She who ministered 
to me so devotedly in the home, ministered with 
me, and for me, to the parish, in every mode of 
service which offered itself to her hands, or which 
her ever wakeful interest could devise. Like that 
saintly one who early nurtured her for the chris- 
tian's heaven, — and who having gone thither so little 
while before her, seemed to beckon her upward, 
and to brighten with her smile the shadowy path 
that intervened, — she ever bore the church, with 
all its interests, and every member of it, with all 
their joys and griefs, upon her heart. Like her's, 
there was no exhausting her sympathy; there was 



no • Wearying her kindness ; there was no suppress- 
ing her benevolent energy. Like her, it was her 
delight to alleviate, to pacify, to reconcile, to 
please, to provoke to love and to good works. 
Like her, she made no distinction in the distribu- 
tion of her friendly attentions. To be one of her 
father's parishioners was a sufficient passport to 
her favor. Surely never was any parish, together 
with its pastor, blessed with two more efficient 
helpers from his own household, — two so closely 
united with him, as if the work of the three 
constituted but one ministry — their service supply- 
ing any deficiency in his, and relieving for him 
the sense of his imperfections, by enabling him to 
feel that his own connection with the church was 
the condition of its enjoying their precious sympathy 
and aid. 

For the exercise of those warm aflFections with 
which she was gifted by nature, and which the 
gracious influence of Christianity had sweetened 
and enlarged, her relation to you as one of your 
pastor's family afforded a wide and welcome field. 
Is there one of you who has ever known my 
child, (and to which of you was she a stranger?) 
who cannot remember having received from her 
some token of genuine regard, — genuiue, and there- 
fore worth remembering — though it were only a 
look, or a pressure of the hand, yet signifying 
too sincerely for you to distrust its expression, that 



there was much more and better for you behind 
it, in the heart, only waiting for an occasion for 
its bestowment? Is there one who has not met 
her sympathy in sorrow or in joy, returning tear 
for tear, or smile for smile? Is there one of you 
who does not feel that with her you have lost a 
friend? I leave you then to imagine what she must 
have been to her family, and what a void she has 
left in her home: — especially since with that warmth 
of affection, the genial effect of which extended so 
far, there was combined a remarkable brightness of 
nature, both of which together made her influence 
to be, in the truest sense, like perpetual sunshine 
in the house. 

Her whole life was, almost from the beginning, 
a bright ministry to the comfort and happiness of 
others, brightening and widening to the last. But 
that ministry went on so simply and naturally, — 
the hardest offices being performed as unostenta- 
tiously as the lightest, and the least as considerately 
as if they were the greatest — that we came to 
regard her service as a matter of course, and never 
thought of praising her for it, any more than she 
sought our commendation, or seemed to be conscious 
of deserving it. But now that she is gone, and 
her work of love is ended, we wonder that we 
did not more highly appreciate its value, admire 
her rare disinterestedness, and give warmer expression 
to our gratitude. 



The special duties of her relation to God, were 
discharged with the same cheerful and cordial interest. 
Her heart, which was early given to Him, never 
lost the simplicity of its childhood's faith, nor left 
its first love. Her religious feeling and service were 
marked by a singular and beautiful combination of 
almost scrupulous conscienciousness with implicit and 
joyful confidence, — both derived from the influence 
of that divine Master at whose feet she often 
sat listening with the ear of her heart — whose rule of 
duty is so strict, while his promises are so encourag- 
ing, and his gracious aid so sufficient. 

She delighted in the worship of the sanctuary, 
and her interest in every part of the sacred services 
was only equalled by the reverence with which she 
engaged in them. Like him of old, whose devotional 
psalms were so familiar and so pleasant to her from 
her infancy, she could have looked up to heaven 
and exclaimed with equal sincerity, and almost equal 
zeal, "Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy 
house and the place where thine honor dwelleth. 
A day in thy courts is better than a thousand." 
Never absent on the Sabbath from her accustomed 
seat, and always joining with heart and voice in 
the responses and the songs, no one would be more 
missed from the congregation, no one could be a 
greater loss to the church. Indeed, there is no place 
nor form of our christian service, — the table of the 
Lord's Supper, the monthly meetings of the com- 

3 



10 

municants, the Ladies' Charitable Circle, the Sunday 
School, — with which her image is not intimately 
associated, which was not enlivened by her zealous 
participation, and in which her absence wilj not be 
long felt. 

In the little children of the church she felt the 
liveliest interest; not only manifested by the active 
part she took in preparing for their Christmas and 
and Easter festivals, leading their songs and directing 
and joining in their pastimes, but by many of those 
natural signs which can neither be mistaken nor 
counterfeited. Especially is there among them one 
little group, whom she gathered about her so tenderly 
Sabbath after Sabbath, whom she loved not only 
for themselves, but as the Saviour's lambs, and fed 
for love of him, and fed with his own pure doctrine, 
who can never wholly lose her influence over their 
characters, and will always cherish her memory in 
their hearts. 

It is a touching, may I not say a beautiful, 
coincidence, that one of the dearest and loveliest 
of her pupils, should have been called away so 
nearly at the same time, that we easily pictured 
them as entering, hand in hand, that heavenly man- 
sion especially prepared by the Saviour for the 
abode of such loving disciples with himself, and as 
realizing together, in the blessed presence of the 
Lord, the fulfilment of those precious promises of 
which they had often talked with each other on 
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earth — the truth of which they had never doubted, 
and which had cheered and comforted them on their 
homeward way. 

It seems strange that one who had so many 
reasons for wishing to live, should have been so 
willing and even glad to die; that she who was 
so fitted for this present life, so interested in its 
daily duties, so generally lively and often mirthful, 
so cheerfully busy with countless little plans of kind- 
ness and works of usefulness, so strongly attached 
to her home and to many friends, so contented and 
happy in this world, should have been so ready 
and even more happy to go on to another. If it 
had cost her any painful struggle to give up all 
below before yielding so sweetly to the upward 
attraction, the conflict was wholly within her own 
heart. It gave no outward sign to excite our anxiety, 
or exact our sympathy. It left no trace of dejec- 
tion upon her countenance. It spread no shade of 
gloom around her. It lessened her interest in no 
social duty. It gave no check to the alacrity of 
her friendly service. We knew that she had had 
a presentiment that she should not live long; we 
knew that she had anticipated and spoken of her 
departure without despondency or reluctance; and 
we saw her, at last, go away in perfect peace. But the 
process through which her soul passed in reaching 
this condition — when or how it came to this great 
result — was known only to herself and her God. 
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But this one thing we do know, and understand 
from her case, better than ever before: and that is, 
that the best preparation for a higher sphere is 
the most faithful and cheerful discharge of the duties 
of the lower; that they who with simplest faith 
receive the light and love of Qirist into their hearts, 
and carry them with them in their every-day walk — 
content to leave the future to the disposal of God, — 
derive the richest enjoyment from the present life, 
put it to the best use, confer the highest benefit upon 
others, are providentially supported in the time of 
need, and are beyond conception blessed when they 
they go to meet the Lord. 

Such is the impression which her life has left 
upon us. May it never fade from our minds! 
Such is the sacred lesson it has illustrated. O 
that we might learn it well! 

May He whose name we bless for giving us her 
helpful and comforting life, and desire also to bless 
for taking it away, supply with His own most gra- 
cious consolation and aid, the loss wlirch His wisdom 
has appointed; and may it be His good pleasure to 
raise up for us in her place those who, Uke her, 
shall find their highest delight and honor in serving 
His holy church, and ministering to His children 
in the Saviours name! 

But I must restrict myself to these few words. 
I could not suff'er myself to say less, and dare not 
trust myself to say more. Though as a father, I 
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might have preferred to be silent, yet as a pastor — 
recogizing your claim to my confidence, and rely- 
ing upon your sympathy, desiring to be simply just 
to the memory of one who has been most faithful 
and useful in her refation to the parish and its 
minister, and hoping also that some good influence 
might come to you from reflecting upon the example 
of such a life, — I have felt it both a duty and a 
privilege to speak. 

And now let me turn your thoughts — I trust 
you will not think abruptly or inappropriately — 
to the other subject indicated in the outset of these 
remarks, which the present seems to be the proper 
moment to consider. 

It is known to you all, that by a recent vote 
of the proprietors of the Second Chiuxh, the land 
on which this house of worship stands is to be 
offered for sale before another Sabbath. It is im- 
possible that your minister can look forward to 
such an event, and to the impending removal of 
the church, without deep interest and solicitude. 
Nor could he be expected to allow the arrange- 
ments for it to go into effect, and the important 
questions as to the movements that are to follow it 
to be discussed and decided by others, without offering 
from the pulpit a candid and earnest expression 
of his own views and feelings. 

As to the expediency of removing from the 
present locality there is, I believe, very little differ- 
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ence of opinion. Of the numerous families which 
dwelt in the immediate vicinity of the church at 
the period of its erection, and which then consti- 
tuted at least one half of the congregation, some 
have moved into the suburbs, a few into distant 
parts of the country, a larger number into remote 
sections of the city, and only two are left within 
the circuit of half a mile. Stores and warehouses 
have taken the place of dwellings. Trade, grudg- 
ing us every inch of room, has torn away our 
beautiful vestry — which was like separating mother 
and child — and is crowding in upon us on every 
side. The house has ceased to accommodate the 
present members of the parish; it is too far from 
many of your homes, for the little children lo attend 
its Sabbath School — who are thus attracted into other 
churches — and it has no contiguous population from 
which to recruit its congregation. 

Under these cu'cumstances, although it might be 
possible for the church to maintain itself for some 
time to come, with diminishing numbers, on its present 
site, yet inasmuch as such an arrangement would 
be attended with no little inconvenience and some 
personal sacrifice to many, and as there are other 
parts of the city where church accomodation is 
needed, and where there would be a better oppor- 
tunity for growth and prosperity, it has been decided, 
I think wisely, to seek another location. 

But where shall that location be? It is a question 
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not easily answered. It is a point in regard to 
which there will., naturally be great diversity of 
opinion. It is a subject that demands caieful con- 
sideration, and ought to be discussed in a liberal 
and conciliatory spirit; not on the ground of personal 
convenience, but of the true welfare and the sacred 
interests and duties of the church, Of what account 
is our individual comfort when laid in the balance 
against its peace and prosperity, its more extensive 
influence and usefulness? And what is our christian 
principle worth, if it would not prevent us from urging 
a private preference in persistant opposition to the 
judgment of the majority, and from provoking discord 
in the household of our faith? Let us remember 
that we are, or ought to be, consulting not for 
ourselves merely, but for the honor of God, for 
the furtherance of the Kingdom of Christ, for the 
benefit of those who are to come after us, for the 
greatest christian good of the greatest number. Let 
us not be influenced by selfish motives, or petty 
prejudices ; but by those high and generous considera- 
tions which become us both as men and as christians. 
It is obvious that it would be impossible to select 
a site that would equally accommodate all. Who 
then shall submit to suffer inconvenience? Shall the 
many yield to the few, or the few to the many? 
If the latter, as is certainly just, let them yield 
gracefully; let them yield without contention or 
complaint. Every one has left to him the right to 
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withdraw — a right which we should regret to have any 
one exercise, — but it would be far better for us and 
for himself that he should exercise it, than that he 
should remain with feelings of discontent and bitter- 
ness. Only, if any must leave us, let it, at least, 
be in kindness. Let them leave behind their good 
will for us, and with us a pleasant remembrance 
of them. 

Another important question relates to the condition 
and duty of the parish in the interval, of uncertain 
length, between leaving the old site and occupying 
the new. I confess that I look forward to that 
period with no little solicitude. It will probably 
be necessary for us to hold our service in a public 
hall — in a place which has no associations with 
religion, no aspect of a church, and which will 
furnish no aid to the sentiment of devotion. This 
is an uninviting prospect to those who have been 
accustomed to worship within consecrated walls; 
especially at a moment when there is so little of 
the spirit of reverence to be met with, even under 
the most propitious influences of time and place. 
It is always difficult to hold a congregation well 
together under such circumstances, — deprived of 
their famUy pew, diverted from tlie habitual du'ection 
of their Sabbath day's walk, feeling that the new 
place is only a temporary shelter, and the society in 
a transition state; — and it is still more difficult to 
secure a large attendance, if only the Gospel is 
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preached, and no resort is had to the soundmg of 
trumpets at the corners of the streets, or any of the 
modern devices for attracting an audience. 

But in whatever place we may hold our worship, 
whether by ourselves in a hall, or with some hospit- 
able congregation who may invite us to share their 
sanctuary, it is my duty to urge every one of you who 
has any attachment to this church, any connection 
with its affairs, any responsibility for its support, 
or any interest in its future welfare, to be more 
than ever watchful, . during the interval referred to, 
lest it suffer harm through his neglect to use on 
its behalf such efforts, and to make, if need be, 
such small sacrifices, as may be necessary to sustain 
its influence, and give life to its ministrations, until its 
re-establishment, and as we hope and pray, its revival, 
under brighter auspices, when its members shall 
gather again with rejoicing in their old Sabbath 
home. 

Let it be remembered that the records, the 
traditions, the credit, all the sacred interests, and 
even the very existence, of one of the oldest churches 
in New England, and one of the richest in historic 
names and associations, are committed to our charge ; 
are depending, under God, upon the wisdom of 
our deliberations, upon the harmony of our counsels, 
and upon the fidelity and constancy of our action. 
It is indeed a solemn trust! As such, may it be 
regarded and fulfilled. 
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But there is still one other subject connected 
with our anticipated removal, which is more import- 
ant and nearer to my heart than any other — not only 
from its relation to my own convictions and duty, 
but also to the future welfare and best influence 
of the church — upon which I will venture, in 
conclusion, a single word. It shall be but little 
more than a word, although it so fills my mind 
that many sermons would not suffice for all that 
I would gladly say. It will not, however, be 
presented to you now for the first time; for besides 
having been specially treated on several occasions, 
it has in some form or other, often been indirectly 
referred to from this ])ulpit; so that both my deep 
interest in it, and my general views in regard to 
it are already well understood by the congregation. 

The movement which you are about to make, 
to locate your House of Worship in another part 
of the city, will probably compel the witlldra^yal 
of several families, whose places must be filled-^ 
if filled at all — by new members. In addition to 
them you will require considerable accessions. Indeed, 
the church will vktually start on a recruiting enter- 
prizo. The only reason for its removal is that there 
is no population around it. The new site, wherever 
it is to be, will bo selected with a view to the 
supply of this want. Now, the question will be 
asked by those who may be invited to join the 
society, on what foundation the church stand.^3; 
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what is its platform; what is its faith, if it has 
any definite iaith? 

On what platform, dear friends, do we propose 
to stand? On what foundation to rebuild our church? 
Shall it be upon any narrow and disputed sectarian 
ground? Shall it be upon any name that is a signal 
of division, a watchword of contention, in the body of 
Christ? Shall it be upon any denominational title, 
too partial, negative, indefinite, to represent the posi- 
tive, immutable faith once delivered to the Samts, 
and to constitute a bond of fellowship with the true 
and universal church? Shall it be upon any name 
so little distinctive of real Christianity as to leave 
it uncertain whether those who bear it believe or 
disbelieve in the Messiaship of Jesus; and which 
allows christian, unchristian, and even antichristian 
elements to be mixed up together? Shall it be upon 
a name which each individual who holds it may 
interpret as designating his own "views," whatever 
they may be; and which makes it necessary for 
every one who would not countenance, or be held 
accountable, for all the "views" that may shelter 
themselves under it, to be incessantly clearing himself 
and defining his position. 

Most sincerely do I trust and pray that such 
may not be your purpose. If I knew it to be so, 
I could not in conscience co-operate with you. 
Knowing, as you do, my convictions, you could 
not expect me to co-operate with you for such an 



object. After all that I have said, and done, anu 
suffered, to keep my own christian confession and 
the christian integrity of the church from bemg 
compromised by partisanship, it would be a strange 
inconsistency to devote the last days of my ministry 
to the special interests of a denomination. . The 
time has come when all who love their Divine 
Master better than sect or dogma are not only 
admonished by many providential indications that it 
is the first duty of his disciples to put in practice 
towards each other and for the sake of his cause, 
his new commandment, but are encouraged also to 
believe that God is preparing the way, and dispos- 
ing the hearts of his children throughout the world, 
for the successful performance of this best of all 
services. The lessons of history, teaching us the 
always baneful and often disgraceful effects of con- 
tentions in the church, are beginning to be understood 
and applied. Under the spread of christian civilization, 
with all its enlightening, humanizing and liberalizing 
influences, prejudice is softening, bigotry abating 
intolerance relenting. And at length, the persuasion 
becoming general among christians of every name, tb 
it is impossible to contend successfully against unbel 
in its various forms and disguises, and against the ni 
erous and active enemies that arc arrayed against 
pure faith of the Gospel, while the christian army i 
is broken up into hostile bands, w^asting their strer 
and worse than wasting it, against each other. 
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The change which we contemplate offers to this 
chiu'ch a golden opportunity, and presses upon it, 
I think, a sacred obligation, to lend its influence 
in the high and honorable direction, towards which 
the finger of Providence points; in which the com- 
mand and prayer of Christ are urging us to go 
forward, and the sympathies of all the best hearts 
amongst his disciples will attend and cheer us. 

Let us resolve and declare that the foundation 
on which we propose to stand and build is no 
narrower, and no less sure, stable, and divine, 
than that only foundation which God has laid, Jesus 
Christ himself. That as a church we owe to him, 
and propose to render to him, undivided allegiance. 
That in all our associated plans for the future we 
^vill have regard first, singly, and always, to his 
will, and his glory, as the will and glory of the 
Father also. And, because it is the declared will of 
both Father and Son, and for the glory of both, 
that his disciples should love one another, that all 
we do shall be done in a spirit of love towards 
all christians, and done also with a sincere endeavor 
towards the promotion of that blessed oneness in 
which is the highest joy and best strength of the 
believer, and an unanswerable argument for the 
divinity of our faith. That we will give our clear 
testimony — never more needed from every church 
and every d'sciple in Christendom than at this 
very hour — against every thing which, so much 
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as only in appearance detracts from his supremacy. 

Thus, your's will be one of the first of the churches 
to take that high and glorious stand which multi- 
tudes of pure and loving hearts in every sect are 
longing for some church to take, and which many 
churches will by-and-by occupy. A stand above all 
sectarian divisions, all disputed dogmas, all theological 
subtilties — on a basis as broad as. Christ's invitation, 
yet definite and positive as the corner stone itself. 
You will strengthen the faitl;i of many a simple 
believer struggling with the insidious influences of 
scepticism, vexed with speculative questions, or per- 
plexed and disheartened by the intricacies of creeds. 
You will establish your fellowship with the saints 
and confessors of all ages, with the pure church 
of the primitive christian age, and the purified church 
of the future. You will live and grow and bring 
forth fruit, with every other branch that cleaves fast 
to the true vine. A new era of prosperity and 
glory will dawn in your history. For every individual 
who might leave you because he loved a sect better 
than Christ, ten would come to you because they 
loved Christ better than sect ; and every one so drawn 
to you would bring spiritual life and strength and 
a blessing with him. 

I do not paint the prospect that would open 
before you in colors drawn from the fancy of an 
enthusiast. I draw them from the promises of Christ 
himself; from the experience of every church that 
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against opposition and persecution, or the seducing 
influences of human pride, or false science, or vain 
philosophy, has faithfully confessed his name: and 
from the declarations of those ancient oracles, the 
truth of which all history confirms, that wherever 
"brethren dwell together in unity, there the Lord 
commands his blessing, even life forevermore." 

May God grant that the vision I have described 
may become a reality in the condition of our own 
(jhurch, even in our own day! 




APPENDIX. 

The following Preamble and Declaration of Faith was adopted by members 
of the Second Church, in Boston, Mass., at a meeting held in compli- 
ance with a notification and invitation ftom the pulpit, at the house of 
the Pastor, on Tuesday evening, March 19, 1872, sixty-four members 
voting in the affirmative, and none voting in the negative. 

We, members of the Second Church, knowing that it is the 
will and commandment of God, our Father in heaven, that His 
children " Should believe on the name op His Son Jesus 
Christ, and Love one another as he gave us commandment ;" 
and, therefore, that there is no higher duty incumbent upon the 
disciples of Christ, as well as no greater service and honor they can 
render to his kingdom, than to fulfil these divine requirements, and 
tQ incite others to do likewise ; and also believing that many provi- 
dential indications point to the present as a moment which specially 
demands and invites to the discharge of this two-fold duty ; and 
persuaded that many christians, of diflTerent denominations, agree 
with us in. these convictions and in the desire to subordinate attach- 
ment to the symbols of sect to loyalty to this supreme obligation ; 
are moved to adopt as the basis of our own Association, and to 
offer and commend, with sentiments of respect and brotherly-kind- 
ness, to other christians, as the bond of fellowship with us, the 
following declaration: — pledging ourselves to regard, and treat, 
and cordially co-operate with, as christian brethren, without respect 
to any other distinction, all who, confessing in substance the same 
faith, are willing to hold communion with us. 

dp:claration of faith. 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son, the only 
perfect Revealer, and the Manifestation, of the One living and true 
God, the Father ; from whom he came out " to take away the sin of 
the world;" that he is "head over all things, to the church, and 
should in all have pre-eminence ; " that all which he taught, all 
which he declared concerning himself, and all which the holy scrip- 
tures say of him, is true ; that all tliose who heartily believe in him 
are born of God, are partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have ever- 
lasting life ; and that faith in him, through the participation of one 
Spirit, is the true ground of fellowship among his disciples, and 
ouijht to be so acknowledi'ed both in word and deed. 
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